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The Phoenix Force-the cosmic harbinger of rebirth—-is headed toward Earth. The 
human super heroes known as The Avengers believe that it is a destructive force 
that will lay waste to the planet, while the X-Men believe it is a force of renewal, one 


that will reignite the dying mutant race. Both groups believe the Phoenix is coming to 
possess young mutant Hope Summers as its avatar. 


While Wolverine joins a team of Avengers on their mission to wrest Hope from the 
X-Men on Utopia. and Beast takes a team of Avengers into deep space to intercept 
the firebird before it can reach Earth, Rogue and her team of X-Men are tasked with 


safeguarding the school. But as they receive news from the front lines, their resolve 
to remain outside the conflict may be challenged... 
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JUST TO QUICKLY SUMMARIZE IT NEEDS A WOLVERINE, 
THE SITUATION: THE HOST. WE THINK BEAST AND THE 
PHOENIX FORCE |S RETURNING IT'S CHOSEN HOPE VY AVENGERS DISAGREE. \ 
ARTH. YES, THE POWERFLIL SUMMERS, CYCLOPS THEY THINK SHE WON'T 
Samie ENTITY THAT'S AND HIS TEAM BELIEVE Be ABLE TO HANDLE THE | 
DESTROYED ENTIRE HOPE CAN CONTROL | PHOENIX FORCE, THUS 
PLANETS. HAT ENDANGERING ALL 
LIFE ON EARTH. 


NING 
POINT FOR 
MUTANTIC IND. 


THIS IS A... 
DIFFICULT SITUATION 
FOR ME. I'VE SEEN 
WHAT THE PHOENIX CAN 
DO. I FEAR FOR 
ANYONE IT TOUCHES. 


y KITTY MAKES A 
VALID POINT. BUT I’M. 
ONE OF THE PHOENIX'S. 
FORMER HOSTS, AND I 

WAS ABLE TO HANDLE IT. 
I BELIEVE HOPE IS LIP 

TO THIS. 


SHE COULD USE THIS 
POWER TO CHANGE THINGS 
FOR US. BRING MUTANTKIND 
BACK_FROM THE BRINK. 

IT'S CLEAR THE 


AVENGERS WANT TO. 
STOP THAT. 


WE CAN'T STAY 
ON THE SIDELINES 
ANYMORE, RACHEL AND 
I ARE JOINING CYCLOPS. 
WE'RE LEAVING NOW. 
ANYONE WHO WANTS TO 
COME IS WELCOME. 


BROUGHT THEM HERE TO 
KEEP THEM OUT OF 
CONFLICTS LIKE 
THIS. 


I...I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO DO, SAM, 
ARE YOU...? 


WASN'T LONG 
AGO _I WAS ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THE 
DESK. THEY'LL BE 
CONFLISED AND SCARED. 
FIGURE I CAN DO MORE 
GOOD HERE THAN IN 
A PLINCH-LIP WITH 
IRON MAN. 
AND YoU, 
ROGUE? I HEAR 
YOU HAVE SOME... 
EXPERIENCE WITH 
THIS SORT OF 4 


DIACCORD. 
DEY GONNA BE 
ALL STIRRED LIP. 


WWE KEEP TO ROLITINE-- 


MUCH AS WE CAN-- 
IT'LL CALM ‘EM, KEEP 
‘EM FROM DOIN! 

STUPID. 


I'M STAYIN’, 

PAIGE, LONG 

ENOUGH TO. 
SETTLE THE KIDS 
DOWN, ANYWAY. 
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“THAT WAS A 
DIFFERENT TIME, 
AND YOU WERE A 
DIFFERENT PERSON. 
YOU'VE CHANGED. 
. ALOT. 
\ INCLUDIN' MAH OWS 
N FOR A LOTTA 
‘ YEARS. 
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WE AIN'T GONNA 
GET A LICK OF 
WORK DONE UNTIL 
AH DISCUSS THIS, 


Nscuiss 7 
yes. 
PARDON MY ASKING, 


BLT WHY AREN'T 
YOU GOING TO FIGHT 
THE AVENGERS? MY 
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BLIT THAT WAS A 
SCARED, ANGRY, 
BRAINWASHED KID 
OUT TO PUNISH THE 
WORLD FOR HER PAIN. 


MATURE NOW. 
WITHOUT GIVIN' ITA 


e SO WHAT? OUR 
FLITURE’S ON 
THRE 
COND THOUGHT. 


| / HELLION. YEAH, 
AH HAVE CHANGED. 
» QUITE A BIT, 
Dire ASS 
Wea 
| Ve 
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W. 
AH START THINKIN’ 
OTHER' 
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BE A BUZZKILL, 
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Hl a 
INEVITABLE--BROO, 
YOU HAVE A 


OKAY. YES, 
aN PousHt THe 
AVENGERS. AND 
YEAH, AH DID 
ALL RIGHT FOR 
L RIGHT Fe 


AH 
HTN 


SA 

IS Ay 
THINGS WENT BAD. 
AH'VE TRAVELED 
THAT ROAD, AND 
pi nrevenitn 
THERE AGAIN. 


WHICH 
BIG PART! 
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THAT'S MORE 
WARNING THAN 

WE GOT THAT A 
BUNCH OF YOUR 
TEACHERS WERE 


FRIENDS. 


AND NOBODY 
ELSE pec lves 


TO TA 
"INDIVIDUAL 
ACTION." 


STAY , 
Here, SE stay 


DROPPIN’ IN _\\j 
UNANNOLINCED AT 
| TIMES LIKE THESE 
IS A GOOD WAY 
TO FIND IT. 


ANY FACULTY MEMBER 
ENTERING THIS CONFLICT IS 
ACTING AS AN INDEPENDENT 

INDIVIDUAL. INCLUDING 


ALL WE'RE 
TRYING TO DO 
HERE IS TEACH, 


| THIRTY. ' 
SECONPS AGO, | 


BUT WE WON'T 
MENTION 


LOOK, THINGS 
ARE ALREADY. 
WAY MORE OUT 
OF HAND THAN 
ANY OF US 


HE'S STILL IN SPACE, ON WHAT'S 
PROBABLY A SUICIDE MISSION, 


WE'VE GOT ENOUGH PROBLEMS 
WITHOUT YOU PEOPLE GETTING 
IN OUR WAY. 


GAMBIT. 
FRENZY. 
STAND 
DOWN. 


_.. BEFORE ee 
CAME HERE, WE WERE 
DAY. YOU GO’ 


BUT DON'T DISTRACT 


THEN MAYBE WE THE STUDENTS. 
CAN COME TO AN YOU ARE NOT 
ACCOMMODATION. 


HOW BO WE 
KNOW THEY'RE 
NOT USING 
TELEPORTERS, / 


WHAT ARE 
WE SUPPOSED TO 
\\\ BE TEACHING THOSE 
MS KIDS? HOW TO ROLL 


OVER FOR THE f- 
HUMANS? | 
L- sese, THEM 
YOU DON'T SOLVE 


ie YOUR PROBLEMS |, | 
BY BEATING THE 
HELL OUT OF 
PEOPLE. 


ELL, 
ONE OF THESE 
DAYS THEY NEED 
TO LEARN THAT 
SOMETIMES 
YOU DO, 


101 YARDS FROM 
THE! a 


WE HAVE 
A VISITOR, 
EVERYONE 

STAY 


FRENZY, I : 

UNDERSTOOD 7 
YOU HAD 
cLasses, £ 
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I ONLY 
TEACH HAND- 
TO-HAND COMB, 
» ‘AND GYM.I'M | 
\ DO! / BANS 
\ \ Neier 
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Y Welt, 
Af _ CAN We... 
HELP YOU WITH 
PA SOMETHING 


AH THOUGHT AIN'T GOT. 
yoU'DIBNMT Want TOA BLIRNIN' DesiReE,” 
IGHT. B 
TQ'HHT KIDS TO, IF IT CAN BE 
| HELPED. BLIT I AIN'T 
LIVED DIS LONG BY 
HOPIN’ FOR 
DE BEST. 
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IG NAIVE? 


GOT TO THROW 
DOWN, YOU CAN COPY 
THEIR POWERS, 


N‘EST-CE PAS? ss 
y WELL. 


LAST TIME I \ 
MIMICKED A HULK 
I GOT RADIATION 
POISONING. BUT 
MAYBE IF I DON'T 
KEEP HER POWERS 
TOO LONG-- 


UNDERSTANDABLE 
YOU'D BE RELUCTANT TA 
SHAKE DAT _UP. ‘SPECIALLY 
IN A WAY DAT TAKES YOU 
BACK TO A PLACE YOU'D 
PREFER NOT T'GO. 


I DON'T 
7 BLAME YOU FOR 
HOLDIN! TIGHT TA 
WHAT YOU GOT, 

. CHERE, 


WITH STANDIN’ 
STILL...DAT OL! 
WORLD JUST 
KEEPS RIGHT 
ON _SPINNIN! 
‘ROUND 


LONG AS MY ARM, f 
TERRORISM, MURDER... § way DO | 
AND YOUVE NEVER” Ax YOU THIN 
IM HERE? 
ONANY OF ITs BUT LET'S 
- TALK ABOLIT 
YOU, MARC 


SPECTOR. 


THE WETWORK, THE 
TORTURE, YOU DESERVE 
A CELL RIGHT NEXT TO ME. 
BLIT THAT ISN'T WHY THE 
NOT ALL OTHER OPERATORS TALKED 
or te Whe a ABOUT YOU...WHY YOU 
MERCENARY TOO SCARE ZLONE 
SPECTOR. I HEARD . 
\ THE STUFF A GOOGLE 
SEARCH DOESN'T 
, TURN UP. OFF. YOUR POWERS, 
THE MOON...BUIT THEY'VE 
GOT NOTHING TO DO 
WITH IT, BO THEY? 


SOMEONE 
SHOULD TELL YOUR 
AVENGER BUDDIES YOU 
WERE A LUNATIC BEFORE 
YOU EVER PUT ON 
THE SUIT. 


THAT YOU 
CH DOLIBLED POWN 
4 ON THE CRAZY... 
BECAUSE YOU 
LIKE IT. 


LOOK 
AT THAT. 
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FRENZY AND 
ROGUE WENT TO 
BAT FOR US. WE 
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ALL IN CELLS! 
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